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enormously in those cities ; for whilst it did not exceed

13 per 1000 in Sydney and 14 in Brisbane, it was as high
as 36 in Moscow, 38 in Madras, and 48 in Cairo.

THE choice of a man to fill the post which qualifies its
holder for official recognition as the head of our profession
in this country can never be without great interest to us all,
but the result of the recent election to the Presidential chair

of the Royal College of Physicians of London had been so
universally forecast that the excitement to be derived

from suspense or from rival appraisement of different

claims did not enhance that interest. From the moment

it was known to be Sir J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS’S intention

to request his colleagues not to re-elect him to the

chair which his dignity and courtesy have so well graced
for the past two years, the eyes of the profession were
turned upon the distinguished physician who was marked
out by the place that he occupied in the poll of 1893 as

an urgent claimant for the reversion of the honours. Sir

J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS obtained the presidency in 1893 by the
narrow majority of three votes over Dr. SAMUEL WILKS-
the opinion of the profession being very clearly registered
that between them there was not much to choose-and when

the regretted information that the former would retire

became known to the profession it was widely felt that

upon the latter the new choice would fall. The claims

of Dr. WILKS to such recognition from his fellow phy-
sicians are, indeed, of high order. Through a long and
honourable career he has invariably upheld the highest and
purest standard of professional morality and ethics ; he is
esteemed far beyond the great medical school with which his
name is linked ; his contributions to pathological science

are recognised all the world over ; while his connexion with
the University of London may be of no small advantage to
the College in any further proceedings for the reconstitution
of that University. On many grounds Dr. WILKS has well
earned the right to the "blue riband" of the profession,
while his election will be well received by the profession at

large for it is men of his stamp whom it is a delight to honour.
We wrote of Dr. WiLKS in almost these identical words after

the result of the election of 1893 had been announced, and
in repeating them we beg to congratulate him upon the

official stamp that was set last Monday upon the sentiments
therein contained. We have also to offer a few words of

cordial adieu to the retiring President, for whose tenure
of office no one has anything but words of warm

praise. The deliberations over which he has presided
have taken from him a quiet and business-like tone

that has greatly facilitated official labour; he has not

spared himself, but for others the wheels have always run

smoothly. We note with great pleasure that Sir WILLIAM
BROADBENT, the Senior Censor of the College, was asked to
state to the last Comitia that Sir J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS’S

state of health has much improved and was still improving.
The profession knows well what the terrible prostration of
recurrent attacks of influenza means and will join us in

heart.ly congratulating Sir J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS on his

recovery therefrom and in wishing for him many full years
wherein to devote the freedom from official toils that he has

felt it right to seek to the welfare of the sick and the

advancement of medical knowledge.

Annotations.

KITSON v. PLAYFAIR.

" Ne quid nimis."

THE trial of the above cause, before Mr. Justice
Hawkins in the Queen’s Bench Division of the High Court,
was brought to a conclusion on Friday, March 27th, when
the special jury returned a verdict for the plaintiff, the

damages being assessed at &pound;12,000. Leave has been given
to appeal, and consequently we are precluded from dis-

cussing at the present juncture the merits of this remark-
able case. We will, therefore, content ourselves with a

short historical r&eacute;sum&eacute; of the facts. Mrs. Kitson -
one of the plaintiffs-after some years’ residence in
Australia came to this country, her husband staying
abroad. Some sixteen months subsequently to her arrival
in England she had occasion to consult Dr. R. M.
Williams for metrorrhagia. With Mrs. Kitson’s consent

Dr. Playfair was called in. A month later, as the

haemorrhage had not ceased, it was decided to make a

further examination under an anaesthetic. On this occasion
a substance was removed from the uterus which, in Dr.
Playfair’s opinion, was the result of a recent pregnancy.
He informed Mrs. Kitson of the conclusion he had formed.
It may be remarked parenthetically that Mrs. Playfair
was a sister of Mrs. Kitson’s husband and also of
Sir James Kitson. The latter gentleman, in conjunc-
tion with another brother, had up to this period made
Mrs. Kitson a yearly allowance. The gist of a lengthened
correspondence between Dr. Play fair and Mrs. Kitson
had regard to the termination of social and family rela-
tions b&eacute;tween their respective families unless Mrs. Kitson
could give Dr. Play fair a satisfactory explanation of her

recent condition. In the end Dr. Playfair confided his
conclusions to Mrs. Playfair and also to Sir J. Kitson.
Mrs. Kitson and her husband brought an action for

slander against Dr. and Mrs. Playfair. The pleas put on
the record by the defendants were two : (1) that they had
not published the slander ; and (2) that the communication
made to Sir J. Kitson was privileged. No plea of justifica-
tion was entered and consequently the judge would not
allow the merits of the case as bearing on the duration of
the pregnancy to be gone into, or, in other words, he ruled
that it was not competent for Dr. Playfair to attempt
to prove the truth of the conclusions he had formed.
From a medical point of view the case is one of surpassing
interest, whether we consider its bearing on the question
of retained products of conception or its graver reference
to professional etiquette. Concerning this latter phase we
take occasion to recognise the generally gratifying tone of
the organs of public opinion in their comments on the

discharge by the great body of the medical profession of
the delicate duties incidental to its vocation. The agreed
terms upon which the appeal should be made to the

higher court were not disclosed by counsel. It is open
to contend (1) that the communication made by Dr. Playfair
to Sir J. Kitson was privileged; (2) that there was

misdirection by the judge who tried the case; (3)
that the verdict was against the weight of evidence;
and (4) that the damages were excessive. There is
no need, however, to anticipate the course of procedure.
When the litigation has terminated it will be our duty to
offer a general criticism of the case in so far as it affects
the interests of our profession and of the public.

THE ILL-REGULATED SALE OF POISONS.

B IN THE LANCET of March 28th we directed attention tothe case of a child who died suddenly from the effects of a
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home-made concoction of laudanum administered as a cough
mixture. Our excuse for again alluding to it is not that

such accidents - if so they should be described - are i

very uncommon. Most practitioners have unfortunately had
experience of them. To us the circumstances of the

case referred to are suggestive of other defects than
mere parental indiscretion. The very fact that an opiate 1
should be readily obtainable by any casual purchaser is
an anomaly which assuredly cannot tend to strengthen
belief in the adequacy of the Sale of Poisons Act.

It is true that laudanum is saleable only under certain

restrictions, and in particular that it must be labeled

"poison." But, on the other hand, there is practically no
limitation as to the amount that may be purchased. The
unaided discretion of a trained dispenser and the poison
label sum up the total of restrictions in the case of opiates.
A number of drugs little, if at all, less potent are as easily
obtainable. Many more, the strong acids and alkalis among
them, are freely obtainable without mark or sign, even

without the guarantee of a duly qualified salesman. It has
been contended that in the case of these latter some freedom
should be permitted when the article sold is required for
ordinary use in the household, in the arts, or in agriculture,
and there is some force in the contention. Yet when we

examine the matter more closely the objection does not seem
to be insuperable. There need be nothing to prevent a pur-
chaser from obtaining whatever drugs of this class he

requires under suitable precautions at the nearest druggist’s,
or in rural districts from the holder of a special licence.
Undoubtedly some skill will be required in the adaptation of
practice to theory before we can hope to come at a final
settlement of this question, and perhaps an absolute
settlement may not be practicable. Nevertheless, it

is clear, in the light of such unfortunate occurrences

as that we have mentioned, that much more strenuous

efforts are called for than have yet been made to

adapt the machinery of the law to its professed purpose of
regulating the sale of poisons. Any legislative effort, more-
over, must, of course, take account as heretofore, but with
even more particular care, not only of single drugs, but of
the same in their combinations. The effect of a preparation
does not depend on any pharmacopceial expression. An

irritant or narcotic nostrum, however tastefully prepared,
may be as truly a poison as any accredited compound of
strychnia or aconite, and this is a point which ought to be
more clearly recognised in practice than it is.

THE LABOUR COLONY SYSTEM.

THE last volume of the Proceedings c!f the Philosophical
Society of Glasgow contains a carefully reasoned and

suggestive article by Professor R. Patrick Wright pleading
for the-institution of " farm colonies " as a means of solving
the difficult problems connected with the unemployed. Under
the Scotch Poor Law it is illegal for relief from the rates
to be given to able-bodied persons, and even though
parochial authorities may interpret the statute with some
leniency it is unquestionable that no organisation exists
for the assistance even of the industrious poor who

may be, through no fault of their own, suddenly thrown
out of work and brought to the verge of starva-
tion.. Professor Wright argues that the labour colony
system can deal humanely and effectually, not only with
these cases, but also with discharged prisoners, habitual
idlers, and confirmed vagrants. In Germany there are
twenty-six such colonies, and in England the Salvation

Army has one at Hadleigh in Essex. Turning to the finan-
cial side of the question, he mentions that during seventy-
four days in the winter of 1892-93 the Glasgow magistrates
provided work for the unemployed in stone-breaking, trench-
ing, and digging, subsistence wages only being paid. The

whole cost incurred was .r.Sl0S, and the value of the work
done was estimated at .61402, so that the municipality
incurred a loss of .61701. As the average number of men

at work was 467 the outlay per man per annum, calculated
on this deficit, was .r.17 19s., or one-third more than the

average cost per head on the farm colonies, without any of
their incentives to industry and thrift. It is satisfactory to
learn that a philanthropic association in Glasgow may,
perhaps, put some of these doctrines to the test of actual
practice during the present year.

ROENTGEN RAYS AT THE CLINICAL SOCIETY
OF LONDON.

PROFESSOR SILVANUS THOMPSON gave a demonstration
before a special meeting of the Clinical Society of London
on March 30th of the method of production and the

practical use of the Roentgen Rays. He exhibited the

gradual changes which the character of the electrical
current undergoes as the air is exhausted within a tube
and demonstrated the differences between the kathode and
the "x" rays. He stated that in producing the photo-
graphs he had found the ordinary dry plates to be

quite as good as the extra rapid ones, and he also

dwelt on the advantages of a screen coated with platino-
cyanide of potassium when using the cryptoscope. He added
that he believed a great development in the photographs
would shortly take place in the direction of the recognition
of the relative depth from the surface of the various shadows
in the picture by taking photographs of objects at two

different angles and then mounting them in a binocular

stereoscopic apparatus. The demonstration was attended by
nearly 400 of the members, and the hearty applause at its
close showed how keen had been their interest and how great
their appreciation of the efforts of the lecturer.

TUBERCLE AFFECTING THE EYE.

IN the Archiv fiir Augenheilkunde, Band xxxi., Heft 4,
p. 359, Dr. Rudolf Denig publishes the results of investi-

gations which he has made in order to ascertain the

frequency of primary tubercle of the eye and the number of
cases in which it occurs in patients suffering from tuber-
culous affections of other organs. In order to carry out his

purpose Dr. Denig went carefully through the literature of
recorded cases and also examined 200 patients suffering from
tuberculosis of the lungs, bones, or lymph glands. His
results are as follows. Out of 72 cases of tubercle of the

conjunctiva, in 52 no other deposits of tubercle could be
detected in any organs of the body ; in 14 the signs of
further disease were indefinite ; in 7 only of the cases was
there undoubted tuberculous disease in other organs ; and in

3 there were evidences of old tuberculous trouble. Out of 86
cases of tubercle of the iris and ciliary body, in 67 no further
deposits could be found at the time of examination ; 27 of
these, however, were an&aelig;mic, emaciated patients in whom
tuberculous trouble was suspected but could not be

definitely detected; the other 40 were perfectly healthy
except for the eye trouble; in 4 cases there were signs of
old disease. Out of 31 cases of tubercle of the choroid, in

. 16 no other evidences of tuberculous trouble could be estab-

lished. Of the 200 patients suffering from tuberculosis
whom Dr. Denig himself examined, in only 5 did he find
the disease affecting the eye. He therefore came to the

conclusion that as local tuberculous disease of the lungs and
. bones are fully recognised, so we must accept local tuber-
- culous disease of the eye in the sense of that organ being
; primarily affected. Another form of tubercle of the eye,
. which he maintains is much rarer, is a metastatic deposit
 from some other deposit, either in the lungs or elsewhere.


